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WHERE TO FIND US

GHS Introduction

www.greenhillhistoricalsociety.weebly.com
or greenhillhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Meetings The Society meets every Friday in
the Bonnybridge Library from 2pm till 4pm 
and all are welcome to join us. In summer
months we go on historical visits on the last
Friday of each month.
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Front Cover:
The Gala Day Queen and her Retinue.

Back Cover:
A selection of photographs from the Gala Day.

Huge congratulations to the Gala 
Committee for organising such a wonderful 
event. The 2017 Gala was the first one for 15 
years and was enjoyed by Bonnybridge folks of 
all ages. Even the dogs had a great time! What 
I would like to know is how they managed to 
organise the weather too! In the midst of a wet 
and dismal summer, they managed to choose a 
day of blue skies and sunshine. The two 
inevitable short showers did nothing to dampen 
the enthusiasm of everyone who attended. 
Even the Historical Society got in on the act 
with a display of photographs and artefacts in 
the Community Centre.

We hope you enjoy the latest edition of 
Bonnyseen in which we have tried to project 
the sheer joy that was generated at the gala.

Remember that we are always on the 
lookout for stories, memories and mementoes 
of bygone years.

Please note we have a new web site. 
The new address is: 
www.greenhillhistoricalsociety.weebly.com 
and can also be found in the information box at 
the bottom right of this page.

P Swierczek
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GHS St Helen’s Church Garden Fetes
through the years

The Rev. James S. Malcolmson was inducted to St Helen’s Church in 1943 and it was he who 
initiated the idea of having a Garden Fete to raise money for the upkeep of the church. Today, Garden 
Fetes have “gone out of fashion” because times have changed. During the war and for several years 
after 1945, we still had ration books and clothing coupons. Everything was in short supply. This was the 
reason Garden Fetes became very popular. There would be stalls with Soft Goods, Baking, Hand Knits 
and “White Elephant” (which could be any other items that had been donated). A tearoom would be set 
in the Church Hall, the Fete itself in the Church grounds. As well as having a “special guest” to open the 
Fete, there were always guests from the community who were invited to the top table for afternoon tea. 
There would also be some entertainment – Bonnybridge Silver Band was present on many occasions 
and sometimes a dancing display by the pupils of Margaret Burns. There would also be some table 
games – e.g. hoopla, tombola, and guess the weight of a cake or how many peas in a jar.

One of the early Fetes was in May 1946. On this occasion Jean Day, who was a well-known 
personality and an accomplished singer, gave a short address and declared the fete open. She was 
then presented with a bouquet of flowers. The sum of £117 was raised for Church funds. 

In May 1953 the Fete was declared open by Margaret Dalziel better known as Maisie McFlannel 
of the famous BBC Radio Programme. Brownie Elizabeth Wilson presented her with a bouquet of 
flowers. The Fete on this occasion raised £100. 

Church of Scotland Deaconess, Miss Buchan, who was based at Bainsford opened the Fete in 
th

May 1958. The 7  Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders (Bonnybridge) Band provided a selection of music. 
Brownie Evelyn Harris presented the bouquet. This year £174 was raised.

By Mae Blackwell

1954 HIGHLAND DANCERS AT BONNYBRIDGE
The McDonald School of Dancing who gave a 

display at the annual garden fete. 

May 1958 TRYING THEIR LUCK
Children trying their luck at the 

Hoop Stall.

May 1955 LISTENING TO THE BAND
Young spectators enjoy the music of 

Bonnybridge Band.

May 1958
Miss Buchan  Rev. J. Malcolmson

Evelyn Harris

Mrs Izatt Miss Reilly    Rev. P. Barrow    Mrs Reilly

Lynn Ogilvie   Philip Naismith   Alistair McIntosh
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Fetes have “gone out of fashion” because times have changed. During the war and for several years 
after 1945, we still had ration books and clothing coupons. Everything was in short supply. This was the 
reason Garden Fetes became very popular. There would be stalls with Soft Goods, Baking, Hand Knits 
and “White Elephant” (which could be any other items that had been donated). A tearoom would be set 
in the Church Hall, the Fete itself in the Church grounds. As well as having a “special guest” to open the 
Fete, there were always guests from the community who were invited to the top table for afternoon tea. 
There would also be some entertainment – Bonnybridge Silver Band was present on many occasions 
and sometimes a dancing display by the pupils of Margaret Burns. There would also be some table 
games – e.g. hoopla, tombola, and guess the weight of a cake or how many peas in a jar.

One of the early Fetes was in May 1946. On this occasion Jean Day, who was a well-known 
personality and an accomplished singer, gave a short address and declared the fete open. She was 
then presented with a bouquet of flowers. The sum of £117 was raised for Church funds. 

In May 1953 the Fete was declared open by Margaret Dalziel better known as Maisie McFlannel 
of the famous BBC Radio Programme. Brownie Elizabeth Wilson presented her with a bouquet of 
flowers. The Fete on this occasion raised £100. 

Church of Scotland Deaconess, Miss Buchan, who was based at Bainsford opened the Fete in 
th May 1958. The 7 Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders (Bonnybridge) Band provided a selection of music. 

Brownie Evelyn Harris presented the bouquet. This year £174 was raised.
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GHS GHS loses a Founder Member
By P Swierczek

th
On 24  April 2017 James Nolan lost his brave battle against a long illness. He is greatly 

missed by his family and all his friends in Greenhill Historical Society.

James was born in Bonnybridge in 1948 and moved with his family to Edenderry in 
Ireland when he was six years old. He left school at a comparatively young age and developed 
his capacity for hard work, digging peat with his father, until he left Ireland in 1966 to work in 
Sheffield. From there he moved for work in Birmingham in 1972 and finally came home to 
Bonnybridge in 1978.

 The original three founder members have been joined 
by 18-20 others who are determined to keep alive the dream of 
James, Frank and Gillian: that the incredible and world-class 
history of Bonnybridge receives a high profile in the community 
and beyond.

                                                RIP

17 December 1948 - 24 April 2017

JAMES C NOLAN

In 2008, James received a new laptop computer 
and headed off to Greenhill Community Flat to join a 
class to teach him how to use it. When he got there he 
met Gillian Cowell, Development Worker with the Flat. 
Gillian was trying to set up a local project that explored 
the area’s past, and James was generous with his time 
and knowledge, helping to plan, map and organise a 
series of community walks, quickly joined by the 
knowledge of his friend, Frank Walton. If James and 
Frank hadn’t been so open and generous in sharing 
their significant experiences, knowledge and care for 
the area’s past and
its importance, there would
have been no Greenhill 
Historical Society, and 
no Bonnyseen. Although 
James never did learn 
how to use the laptop!

James with Frank working on a Project
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GHS The Story of Paterson Place or “The Huts”
By R G M

The site at Paterson Place belonged to Mr. Paterson who owned a sawmill which had 
been there for over fifty years. His house on the site was called Glenruane. In 1920s Mr. 
Paterson built Thornton House and gardens, on the North side of Falkirk Road, which stretched 
down to the River Bonny, where a bridge crossed through Bonnywood to connect to Larbert 
Road. When the sawmill closed, the site was bought by Smith & Wellstood Ltd who converted 
Glenruane into three flats and built The Huts, named Paterson Place, to provide houses for 
their employees. There were six single storey wooden buildings, three on each side of the earth 
road running south from Falkirk Road towards the Forth and Clyde Canal. Each wooden house 
was semidetached comprising of two bedrooms, living room, kitchen and bathroom. The only 
entry door with steps was onto the earth road. Each house had a small narrow garden at the 
rear with a high wall on the West side.

Childhood  Memories:
Boats on canal, horse drawn barges, fishing boats, ice breaker, mini submarine, watching 

army convoys and Home Guard practicing bayonet drill in Public Park. Collecting manure from 
horse drawn vehicles, on a summers day watching the Miller family playing quoits, a game 
where a heavy, dome shaped, disc was thrown into a small clay pit with a piece of paper in the 
centre, nearest wins. Attending Gala Days and the Fair in nearby Anderson Park, tasting first 
banana on Mrs. Philip’s door step.

Thanks to everyone who provided input to this article.
Please let us have your comments and memories.

Early residents 1920s - 1950s in the Huts 
were West side: Gillies, Lapsley, Ure, Campbell , 
Stirling, Cooper, McConachie, Cordiner, 
McPhee, Philip, Atkins.  East side: Blair, Stirling, 
Scott, Furlong, Goodwin, Schofield, Miller, 
Duffis, Morris, Scott, Black.  

Living Room

Bedroom

Bedroom

Kitchen
Bathroom

Cupboard

Floor Plan

Glenruane and Sawmill Post 1900
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GHS Norman France to Bonnybridge
Our Motte and Bailey Castle from Medieval Times

Have you ever wondered why Antonine School cannot be extended anymore or why is a 
bit of spare ground and a mound of earth classed as a historical site? What could be so 
important about there? Well let me explain about the Motte and Bailey Castle that was on the 
site almost 1000 years ago.

Our Motte and Bailey 
Castle was built sometime during 
the 1100s. But first, what is a 
Motte and what is a Bailey? Our 
Motte is an artificial hill, built as 
high as a street light, by local 
labour, where the Baron would 
have his castle on the flattened 
top, surrounded by defences. Our 
Bailey is the enclosed land around 
the Motte which housed the 
people, stores, stables, barracks, 
kitchens, workshops and the great 
hall for gatherings, all within a 
fortified enclosure. The entire area 
could be built in about a few 
weeks by the forced local labour.  
At Bonnybridge the builders took 
advantage of the Antonine Wall 
and ditch, using it as one side of 
the fortification. The Bailey would 
have been almost the size of a 
professional football field, with a 
ditch around the outside as deep 
and 75% as wide as the Forth and 
Clyde Canal.

These Norman/English 
Lords came to Scotland with the 
new king who promised them large 
areas of land and they built quickly 
to suppress the local population. 
Although we do not know who the 
Motte and Bailey Castle in 
Bonnybridge was built for, it is fair 
to accept the Barony of Seabegs, 
as we know it now, had been part 
of a greater estate. The region of 
land could have been given to a 
son or favoured knight of a greater 
Lord who expected goods and 
armed service in return.  The first 
written account we have of the 
Barony is 1443 where it appears 
the Motte and Bailey had been 
abandoned.

By Irene M. Ryan

Diagram of the Bonnybridge Motte and Bailey Castle
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It is clear the Antonine Wall was a major reason for building the Motte and Bailey Castle 
but why at Bonnybridge? The Romans acknowledged the importance of the Milnquarter Burn 
by building a channel in the wall to allow the burn to run through. But the Bonnybridge area 
has many streams, burns and rivers, all vital for growing crops and raising cattle. The Antonine 
Wall was used as a major route for trade and travels across central Scotland so, control the 
road, control the movement of goods and people.

The 1100s saw a great many churches 
and cathedrals being built. The new nobles had 
their own chapel built for personal worship.  
The chapel built at the Bonnybridge Motte was 
called St Helen’s, thought to have been built in 
stone to mark its importance. Even many 
hundreds of years later the motte area was still 
called Chapel Hill. When the Motte and Bailey 
was abandoned and the small settlement 
moved down to the Bonny Water, it is thought 
the Chapel was rebuilt in the area where the 
library and community centre is now, the area is 
still called by some, Chapel Yard. The rebuilt 
chapel was still called St Helen’s and the name 
has continued to this day with the church in the 
High Street called St Helen’s and Bonnybridge.

It is unfortunate that what is left of the Motte is unrecognisable but next time you pass 
the Antonine School try seeing that mound of earth as it was almost 1000 year ago, a very 
important settlement.
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Alex Carson
We lived in High Bonnybridge 
in the top row of Dougall’s two 

rows of houses. I never 
learned why, but it was called 

‘Herring Row’. 
High Bonnybridge was mainly 
Refractory brick works, vital 
for the Steel works and the 

workers homes!

When my father was turned 
down by the army, as he had 
a heart murmur, he joined the 
newly formed Home Guard. 

He spent every other night in 
uniform doing his parading 

and exercising.

It was like a scene from a slapstick movie! While I 
toasted the bread on top the cheese started running off 
the bread on the racks. While I tried to rescue the 
cheese, smoke started rising from the toasting bread on 
top. What a disaster! All of the men had a kick at me or 
clipped my ear and I spent the rest of the break dodging 
pieces of wood from all directions, accompanied by a 
range of language I had never experienced in my young 
life, as the men crunched their black toast or complained 
about their lack of cheese! I could only think of the repeat 
performance to come at lunch time.

I spent the whole of that day cleaning up and was 
ready to run off on the 5.30pm whistle only to be dragged 
back and told to be in earlier next morning and have the 
stove glowing for the men arriving. Also, I had to clear 
out the stove before I left, meaning I had to rake the 
glowing coals form the red-hot stove on to a metal plate 
and carry them down to the dump. How that place never 
caught fire I’ll never know! By the time I was finished the 
whole factory had closed down. I trudged home 
determined never to go back – maybe run off to sea. My 
mother waited to welcome her new patternmaker son but 
what she saw looked more like a chimney sweep. Later 
she said that she only recognised me by the school tie I 
had put on that morning. To this day I still feel more 
comfortable with a tie than an open-neck shirt.

Continued

9
1   Wordie was a local railway haulier who built the houses for his workers. The block was demolished in 
     the 1960’s. It was next to Thomson’s shop 
2   ETTE was the trade mark used by Mitchell and Russell on their stoves such as the Dinette, etc. 
3   Mount Bartholomew was named after one of the URE family of Smith and Wellstood fame. 
     Bartholomew was the middle name of one of the daughters 
4   Thornton is an old Gaelic name meaning an enclosed settlement, usually a thorny tun or hedge. 
     Thornton Avenue was the first locally built council housing and there is a plaque on one of the houses 
     indicating this. Thornton House was built by William Paterson- a sawmill owner who built wooden 
     houses for his workers and called it Paterson Place. 
5   Mount Bonny was the name given to the clay slag bing behind the old Dougalls’ Brickworks. At one 
     time a Scottish flag flew on the summit!
6   St. Helen was the mother of Emperor Constantine of Constantinople Istanbul) in Turkey. She is 
     credited with the finding of the True Cross and is the patron of archaeologists, converts, difficult 
     marriages and divorced people!

1   There used to be a tenement on Seabegs Road called Wordies. Who was Wordie?
2   Smith and Wellstood used ESSE  as a Trademark. Who used the word ETTE?
3   Where did the houses called Mount Bartholomew get their name from?
4   Where does the name Thornton come from – as in Thornton Avenue/House
5   Where is Mount Bonny located in the town?
6   A local church, chapel and graveyard were called after St Helen. Who was she?

What do you know about the History of Bonnybridge
By William Parker
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Historically lying at the crossing point of the Caledonian line from Carlisle/Glasgow to Stirling 
and the North, and the North British Edinburgh & Glasgow line, Greenhill junction was ideally 
located to serve both networks and beyond. This may have been a significant factor in 1876 in the 
decision to establish the creosote works site here, for the purpose of treating railway sleepers which 
would be used on rail tracks far and wide across the network. Much of the raw timber was imported 
through the nearby port at Grangemouth, where it was carefully selected and cut to size before 
being transported to Greenhill. It is recorded that in one project in 1897,18 miles of track were laid to 
service dock traffic which resulted in the use of 25,000 sleepers, evidencing the volume of sleepers 
which must have passed through the works in close to 90 years of production.

Creosote is derived from coal tar and records indicate that in 1919 the works at Greenhill 
were using around 400,000 gallons of Creosote each year. This was supplied by several companies, 
one of which was Henry Ellison Ltd. of Glasgow, who operated a plant near Greenhill. Another was 
a local firm, James Ross & Co., located on the southern bank of the Forth & Clyde Canal in the area 
where there now sits the Falkirk Wheel. Supplies of creosote could be served by both the 
Caledonian and North British lines which passed the tar works, but there are also records of 
supplies being brought via canal barges. The remains of a pipe run linking the Greenhill creosote 
works and Canal can be seen on the canal bank between the Doctor’s Pend and Dalnair Road.

The works adopted a method of impregnating the timber sleepers through a vacuum process 
known as the Bethell process. Sleepers were packed onto small-wheeled rail bogies and wheeled 
into large metal cylindrical drums. These were then sealed and a steam engine then extracted the 
air resulting in a vacuum within the drums. The creosote was then released from pressurised tanks 
entering the metal cylinders and impregnating the timber. 

As with many industries of the time, the works were relatively dangerous, with risk of fire 
being a principal concern to the Caledonian Railway Board. Thus the treated sleepers were to be 
stacked in numbers not exceeding 500 and at a suitable distance from the rail track so as to avoid 
sparks from passing locomotive igniting the treated timbers. This, to some extent, dictated the 
spacing of the multiple rail sidings and small buildings housing the works. Creosote also has a 
pungent unpleasant smell and is corrosive to the skin. Workers were therefore encouraged to 
change their clothes each time they left the work and local newspapers regularly recorded accidents 
at the works. However, the works survived any major incidents of fire.

The works underwent several developments, once being in 1926 when the company decided 
to construct a large building to bring the processes under one roof, encapsulating the sites of the 
former smaller buildings which were then dismantled. The modernised works lasted at least another 
forty years closing in October 1968 with a security staff in attendance until the doors were finally 
locked in September 1969. The site is no longer linked to the railway, currently housing a horse 
riding school. 

A number of records of plans and photographs can be found within the Falkirk Community 
Archives and the Caledonian Railway Association archives.
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The 10  December 2017 marks the 80  

anniversary of the Castlecary crash, one of 
Scotland's worst railway disasters. There was heavy 
snow and poor visibility when, at 4.40pm on the 
LNER railway just behind the hotel in Castlecary,  an 
express train from Edinburgh to Glasgow travelling at 
nearly 70mph, ran into the back of a stationary, late 
running train from Dundee. The momentum of the 
colliding train caused its locomotive to derail, 
massive damage to the rear four vehicles of the 
Dundee train and front three of the Edinburgh train. 
The wooden bodywork of the coaching stock 
contributed to the scale of the damage caused. 35 
people were killed and 179  injured in the crash but 
the driver and fireman of the derailed locomotive had 
remarkable escapes with only slight injuries.

The signaling system, which was widely used at that time, was the mechanical semaphore 
type operated by wires from lineside signal boxes, with moveable arms displaying clear, warning 
and stop indications on a signal post. In extreme conditions, heavy snow could cause the wires 
and signal arms to droop giving misleading indications. The official report on the accident 
concluded that a number of factors came together to bring about the collision; principally the heavy 
snow impairing the operation of points and signaling equipment and its reaction on approaching 

trains which brought the Dundee train to an 
unscheduled standstill at Castlecary. In addition, the 
poor visibility allegedly led both drivers to misread 
signals; the speed of the Edinburgh train was excessive 
in the prevailing conditions and the failure of both 
drivers and the local signalman to fully follow rulebook 
instructions were all recorded as probable cause of the 
disaster. The driver of the Edinburgh train was 
subsequently tried in court, accused of culpable 
homicide by exceeding a reasonable speed for the 
conditions. However, the Lord Advocate withdrew the 
charge, instructing the jury to find the driver not guilty 
and he was discharged.

Despite the conditions, the relief work was 
carried out efficiently, ably helped by local 
residents. The injured were treated in hospitals in 
Glasgow and Falkirk. Amongst those killed was an 
American lady  who was visiting relatives in Fife and  
an 8yr old girl, initially classed as missing, leading to 
stories that her ghost was seen on the then station 
platform. Some victims are said to be buried in the 
graveyard of Falkirk's Tattie Kirk.

The derailed locomotive 
A3 class no.2744 named
 'Grand Parade' (the same type 
as the well-known Flying Scotsman) 
was extensively damaged; nevertheless 
it was repaired in Doncaster Locomotive Works 
and returned to service the following Year.

A memorial dedicated to those killed in the 
disaster was unveiled in Castlecary in 2008. 11
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homicide by exceeding a reasonable speed for the 
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and he was discharged.

Despite the conditions, the relief work was 
carried out efficiently, ably helped by local 
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stories that her ghost was seen on the then station 
platform. Some victims are said to be buried in the 
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John Shearer - Magician with a Comic TouchGHS

By Rae Wilson

                
 John’s parents, Hugh and Margaret, worked as Greenkeeper and Steward at 

Th
Bonnybridge Golf Club and John was born at Roughmute on 12  August 1931. When his father 
moved to Denny Golf Club the family took up residence in Denny. In the mid 1950s he met his 
wife Eleanor and in 1960 they married and John juggled the jobs of Car Mechanic and 
Magician with family life. Like most people in 1960 John didn’t own a car so he quit his job as a 
mechanic and took a job as a salesman which provided him with the car he needed to carry his 
props to and from the venues. After quitting his day job to go full time, he was working six days 
a week around the North and the Midlands of England. With a smiling outgoing personality and 
a humorous approach to magic he went on to a successful career in entertainment that lasted 
more than 60 years, gaining international renown. He had an amazing talent at building a 
rapport with an audience and could hold them spellbound with his act and repartee.
 John was best known for his Duck act which involved blindfolding a wooden “duck prop”, 
which he manipulated causing its beak to dip into a pack of cards and bring out one previously 
selected by a member of the audience.
 In the early 1960s John performed at a number of Russian clubs in Glasgow and aboard 
Russian cruise ships which berthed at Grangemouth. This led to the cultural exchange group 
“The Silk Thread Club” inviting him to perform in Soviet Russia in 1965, making him one of the 
few western performers to work behind the Iron Curtain. For this he dropped the jokes and 
created a visual act with wife Eleanor being introduced as stage assistant. Thanks to his 
popularity he received offers from agents and entertained guests on cruises for 15 years. 

He gained lots of exposure when he was supporting act for Sydney Devine during a tour 
of Ireland and played Belfast’s Grove Theatre with Dickie Valentine. John also became great 
friends with Bruce Forsyth and Max Bygraves while American star Guy Mitchell, who found it 
tiresome staying in hotels, would stay with John and Eleanor during part of his UK tours. 
 John, who referred to himself as the “Famous Unknown,” also played the Sydney Opera 
House. His son Keith said that his biggest claim to fame was that he was the only performer to 
play both the Carnegie hall in Dunfermline and the Carnegie hall in New York City in the same 
month. 
  In his early years John was the youngest member to be admitted to the famous Magic 
Circle. In later years, he was awarded a Gold Medal and was also made an honorary member 
of the Inner Magic Circle in London.

Following 64 years in the magic business his last appearance was in 2008. Looking 
back, he would remark “it’s been a great life travelling the world and cruising the oceans with 
world famous acts and meeting all the nice folks who made up the audiences. Often I couldn’t 
believe my luck that all that was happening to a local fellow with a blindfolded wooden duck”. 

John, who was 85, is survived by wife Eleanor, their children Keith and Gill and five 
grandchildren.

It was with great sadness that I learned of 
the death of

John Shearer – Magician extraordinaire. 

During the mid-1950s and early 1960s I 
sang with a couple of Concert Parties who 
performed at various venues throughout 

Bonnybridge and Stirling districts and had 
the good fortune to meet John and see him 

performing his amazing conjuring tricks.

1931                                  2017
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month. 
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Following 64 years in the magic business his last appearance was in 2008. Looking 
back, he would remark “it’s been a great life travelling the world and cruising the oceans with 
world famous acts and meeting all the nice folks who made up the audiences. Often I couldn’t 
believe my luck that all that was happening to a local fellow with a blindfolded wooden duck”. 

John, who was 85, is survived by wife Eleanor, their children Keith and Gill and five 
grandchildren.
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           In previous articles of the Bonnyseen Magazine we 
have covered the life and times of Henry Harris, the man 
responsible for bringing the picture house to Bonnybridge. 
However on this occasion we would like to record the events 
which lead to further research being made by the members 
of the Greenhill Historical Society on behalf of one of Henry 
Harris’s grandchildren, David Anderson from London. David 
Anderson’s mother was the daughter of Henry Harris and 
she married and moved to South Africa where David was 
brought up. After his education in that part of the world he 
came to England where he successfully qualified as a lawyer 
and now practices in London. The enquiries traced many 
former employees and patrons of the picture house and also 
models of the picture house and caravan. The research 
culminated in the Anderson family bringing together other 
members of the Harris family with former employees, 
patrons and members of the Greenhill Historic Society at a 

private event which was held at Airth Castle on Saturday, 19th August, 2017. All persons present were 
given the opportunity to say a few words about their experiences of the picture house and family and this 
was recorded on video for posterity. The event was ended by a presentation being given by Professor 
John Haughey of Glasgow University, a well-known researcher on picture houses in Scotland. 

        The presentation 
included details of 
picture houses in 
Scotland and of the 
Harris picture house 
In Bonnybridge, with 
anecdotes on the life 
of Henry Harris as 
discovered by the 
Professor. This was 
an entertaining and 
historically interesting 
night for those who 
had attended.

GHS Henry Harris      by Thomas Rintoul

GHS  Death of a Centenarian                  By Thomas Rintoul

David Anderson (standing)

It is with sadness that we have to record the death of ALEXANDER MORRISON GOVAN 
at the age of 101. He kept remarkable good health until his death in Wheatland’s Nursing Home 

th nd
at Bonnybridge on 13  September, 2017. His funeral was at Falkirk Crematorium on Friday, 22  
September, 2017. He is survived by his wife Hellen, son Andrew and daughter Catherine.   We 
extend our sympathy to the family at this sad time. 

(Tom Rintoul contributed a detailed record of his life and work in edition 12 of Bonnyseen)
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models of the picture house and caravan. The research 
culminated in the Anderson family bringing together other 
members of the Harris family with former employees, 
patrons and members of the Greenhill Historic Society at a 

private event which was held at Airth Castle on Saturday, 19th August, 2017. All persons present were 
given the opportunity to say a few words about their experiences of the picture house and family and this 
was recorded on video for posterity. The event was ended by a presentation being given by Professor 
John Haughey of Glasgow University, a well-known researcher on picture houses in Scotland. 

        The presentation 
included details of 
picture houses in 
Scotland and of the 
Harris picture house 
In Bonnybridge, with 
anecdotes on the life 
of Henry Harris as 
discovered by the 
Professor. This was 
an entertaining and 
historically interesting 
night for those who 
had attended.
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It is with sadness that we have to record the death of ALEXANDER MORRISON GOVAN 
at the age of 101. He kept remarkable good health until his death in Wheatland’s Nursing Home 
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at Bonnybridge on 13 September, 2017. His funeral was at Falkirk Crematorium on Friday, 22 
September, 2017. He is survived by his wife Hellen, son Andrew and daughter Catherine.   We 
extend our sympathy to the family at this sad time. 

(Tom Rintoul contributed a detailed record of his life and work in edition 12 of Bonnyseen)
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Living in Wellpark Terrace in the1940s, my route to 
Bonnybridge Public School was over the Ford Bridge and on 
to the Main Street. Similarly, in the 1950s I used the bridge 
regularly, either on my way to work or to access the many 
departments of the Co-operative on High Street. From time 
to time I would take special notice of the bridge, remembering 
that it had been built by my great grandfather, David Gillies and his team of Blacksmiths and 
engineers when he was the proprietor of Bonnybridge Forge. The Forge was based in the area 
now occupied by the Pharmacy at the Toll and Tesco’s store. This bridge replaced a succession 
of wooden structures, the earliest known having been in 1682. The Falkirk Council publication, 
Bonnybridge in Bygone Days, shows the opening ceremony for my great grandfather’s bridge in 
1887, stating that a crowd of 1,200 attended. A remarkable turnout considering that we can 
assume the population to be around a few thousand at that time. I am assuming that David’s 
bridge was transported in sections by horse and cart to be assembled on site. The equipment 
available then would have been ropes, pulleys and hand operated winches. This was an 
outstanding project, matched by the work of David Short &Co who built the stone piers, 
remarkable in that they survived the flooding in 1893 and still remain in part, supporting the 
recently completed new bridge. Flooding at the ford in Bonnybridge was not unusual and it was 
alleviated when the loop of the Bonny was reclaimed in 1897 to increase the area available for 
the World War 1 Memorial Garden. 130 years is an impressive life time for a bridge and wear 
and tear meant that a replacement bridge became a necessity. 

th
A new bridge was constructed and opened on 29  April 2017, in the presence of many of 

David Gillies’ family members, by Councillor Billy Buchanan, assisted by Provost Pat Reid and 
David’s great, great, great grandchildren Sage and Caden. I am certain that the new bridge will 
be welcomed by the community, especially as the extra width of the walk way readily 
accommodates wheelchairs, as does the improved ramp to the riverside pathway.  Significantly, 
the distinctive design of the lattice work has been replicated in the new structure and sections of 
the old lattice work, galvanised and presented to David Gillies’ family members and to the 
Historical Society. In conclusion I give the last words by Councillor Buchanan: when addressing 
the gathering he mused, “What will they say about us in another 130 years”.

GHS The Ford Bridge
By Billy Gillies

A new pedestrian bridge at Ford was opened in 1887 to replace the earlier dilapidated bridge, parts of which had been used to fuel a bonfire
to mark the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria earlier that same year. The picture shows the new bridge, with Mount Bartholomew, the Ford
cottage and Dobbie’s cottage. A mill existed beside the bridge at one time and this was known as the Ford Mill.14
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rd
              On Sunday, 3  September, 2017, a 
ceremony took place at the Memorial Gardens 
when the Red Ensign, the Merchant Navy 
Flag, was raised on the flagpole. The event 
which was supported by the Earl of Wessex, 
was designed as a long overdue mark of 
respect to all members of the Merchant Navy 
and Fishing Fleets who had lost their lives in 
the two World Wars and other conflicts. It is 
recorded that in the First World War there 
were more men in the Merchant Navy and 
Fishing Fleets than there were in the other 
armed forces. 2.479 Merchant Navy vessels 
were sunk and 14,287 officers and ratings lost 
their lives while 675 Fishing Vessels were 
sunk and 434 seamen lost their lives, the 
youngest being 13 years of age and a number 
aged 14 years of age who were working on 
fishing vessels. This only recorded those who 
actually died while at sea and not those who 
were injured and died while on land either in 
hospital or at home. The loss was so large 
that, at one point during the First World War, 
ships were being sunk faster than 
replacements could be built with as many as 
six per day being recorded. If the losses had 
continued at this rate the war would have 
been lost.  
               A decision had been taken  
to raise the Red Ensign at public 
buildings and memorial gardens, 

rd
nationally, on 3  September, 2017, 
and this will be part of the ongoing 
memorial to the officers and men of 
the Merchant Navy and Fishing 
Fleets.   

GHS Merchant Navy Day
By Thomas Rintoul
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